NATURE   IN   GREEK   POETRY

Contrast with this the joyancc of all nature when
Adam and Eve enter the nuptial bower (P.Z,., viii.
509-20). At the expulsion of the rebel angels,
'Disburdened Heaven rejoiced' (vi. 878). In Tasso's
Gerusalemme Liber ata, all the world is glad when the
evil spirits are sent to Hell:

Liberato da lor, quella si negra
Faccia depone il mondo, e si rallegra.

(ix. 66.)

In Milton, when Eve had tasted of the forbidden

fruit:

c Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her seat
Sighing through all her works gave signs of woe,
That all was lost.'          '                 ,. g g ,

When Adam also shared the sin:

c Earth trembl'd from her entrails, as again
In pangs, and Nature gave a second groan;
Sky lower'd, and muttering thunder, some sad drops
Wept at completing of the mortal sin
Original.'                                         (ix. 1000-04.)

And again:

cAt that tasted fruit

The Sun, as from Thyestean banquet, turn'd
His course intended.5                     /    gg7 OQ \

cMute signs in nature' portend a further change for
Adam and Eve (xi. 181-207). In Dante's Purgatorio
the mountain trembles when a soul is purified (xxi.)

Homer calls a stone 'shameless' (ayai&fc);
Aeschylus calls .iron 'savage-minded' (a>no<f>p<w)
and a mountain-peak 'proud in its isolation' (
Homer makes the earth claugh':
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